The growing spectre of human reproductive cloning is putting unprecedented strain on some of the legislative bodies in Europe trying to keep a grip on it and the future of embryonic stem cell research.
the hoof may not be the best way of dealing with things," said Lord Alton, one vocal pro-life peer.
The mood of urgencyministers did not even wait for the appeal against the high court ruling -was strengthened by the news that a private biotech firm in Massachusetts had managed to clone a human embryo using the same technique developed by Edinburgh scientists to clone Dolly the sheep. It did so for therapeutic purposes only, the US firm stressed. But 
This is a victory for common sense and one which proves that there is no ethical consensus in Europe
The vote of 316-37 against a ban will be a relief for scientists pursuing research into therapeutic cloning and disappoint an army of opponents of gene research. It came days after a company in the US said it had cloned a human embryo, a move condemned by pro-life campaigners.
One MEP sympathetic to cloning said that more liberal MEPs had "failed to get our act together", and an official said that the end product was a "moralitydriven agenda set by Christian Democrats, Forza Italia (the party of Italy's right-wing premier, Silvio Berlusconi) and friends of the US Republicans". The MEP who chaired the committee, Robert Goebbels, was forced to admit: "Practically everybody was unhappy about something. "Confusion was compounded by the fact that 150 fewer MEPs took part in the final vote than had participated in the first. Euro MPs left in droves to try to catch flights from Brussels airport still suffering the effects following the collapse of the Belgian national airline, Sabena.
The likely effect of the outcome of the vote is that MEPs may be encouraged to concentrate on subjects on which they have legislative power and avoid big moral questions like abortion and cloning which evoke such a diverse range of views amongst the Europe's many culturally different people. But this failure is likely to disappoint many MEPs who wish to express a panEuropean voice. A commission official says that three separate committees of the Union will consider aspects of developments in human genetics as it affects their particular topics such as health and research.
David Bowe, the Labour MEP on the committee, said: "This is a victory for common sense and one which proves that there is no ethical consensus in Europe, and these issues are best left to member states. The European parliament is going to have to learn that it should be careful when it steps into this area." If adopted in its original form, the report could have interfered with the EU's plans to spend 2.15 billion euros over the next four years on health-related genetics research. Of this around 200-300 million euros would go to research on aborted embryos and those left over from in vitro fertilisation.
MEPs have voted once to back the research programme but a commitment to ban human cloning would have been a significant complication.
During the debate in parliament, the European Commissioner for Research, Philippe Busquin told MEPs: "We should not definitely exclude particular possibilities of research as we would thereby run the risk of depriving ourselves of ways of relieving great suffering and compromising Europe's chance of remaining at the forefront of knowledge."
